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SUBJECT: CONFLICT BETWEEN MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND UNIVERSITY 
RECTOR 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 5627 

1 . DISPUTE BETWEEN EDUCATION MINISTER BRUERA AND BA UNIVERSITY 
RECTOR CONSTANTINI (SEE REFTEL) MAY BE COMING TO A HEAD. BRUERA 

IS DEMANDING GREATER CENTRALIZATION OF AUTHORITY UNDER THE MINISTRY 
ITSELF; CONSTANTINI, ON OTHER HAND, IS INSISTING ON UNIVERSITY 
AUTONOMY. CONSTANTINI TOLD EMBOFFS WITH WHOM HE LUNCHED ON SEPT 3 
THAT HE FRANKLY CONCERNED OVER BRUERA PLAN (SEE REFTEL) WITH 
RESPECT TO WHICH HE NEVER CONSULTED AND TO WHICH HE STRONGLY 
OPPOSED. HE SAID HE EXPECTED TO SEE PRESIDENT VIDELA THAT SAME 
EVENING AND WOULD URGE THAT SITUATION BE CLARIFIED. (AIDE 
SUBSEQUENTLY SUGGESTED TO EMBOFFS THAT CONSTANTINI WOULD PROBABLY 
TELL PRESIDENT THAT HE COULD NO LONGER WORK HARMONIOUSLY WITH 
MIN OF EDUCATION WITH IMPLICATION THAT HE WOULD RESIGN UNLESS 
BRUERA DID.) 

2. ON SEPT 4, SAME AIDE TOLD EMBOFF THAT CONSTANTINES MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT HAD GONE ABOUT AS EXPECTED. CONSTANTINI HAS 
SHOWN NO SIGN OF BACKING DOWN; MUCH TO THE CONTRARY, HE HAS 
EMPHASIZED THE DIFFERENCES BY CONTINUING TO PUBLICIZE HIS 
VIEWS WIDELY, BACKED BY STATMENTS OF SUPPORT FROM HIS DEANS. 

VIDELA, ACCORDING TO AIDE, TENDS TO SUPPORT CONSTANTINES 
POSITION RATHER THAN BRUERA'S. HOWEVER, A NUMBER OF CONSTANTINES 
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SHOULD BE RUN-ESPECIALLY THOSE CONCERNING TRI-PARTITE SYSTEM 
OF UNIVERSITY GOVERNMENT-HAD OFFENDED CERTAIN KEY MILITARY 
OFFICERS. HENCE, AIDE STATED, IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY INEXPEDIENT 
FOR VIDELA TO COMMIT HIMSELF TO CONSTANTINES DEFENSE. AIDE 
PREDICTED INSTEAD A SOLUTION IN WHICH CONSTANTINI WOULD RESIGN 
SHORTLY AND BRUERA WOULD BE ASKED TO RESIGN BY END OF YEAR. 
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